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Students will see changes in Pell Grants
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Colleges of Education, Arts and Humanities announce new leadership
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
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Express
Meals
Fast food vendors and
restaurants are a convenient
alternative for people who are too
busy to pick up food or do not like
to cook. Unfortunately, it can be
difficult to get away and get something to munch on.
Now, there is a new business
in the Rio Grande Valley that aims
to solve this dilemma.
Jorge Diaz, a graduate of
The University of Texas-Pan
American, created a mock version
of this company in a business
course when he was an undergrad. The original idea was called
Hot Meals To Go. When he graduated he expanded on the project
and started Menu Express.
One phone call to Menu
Express brings food from any of
12 restaurants, but this only covers the Edinburg, Mcallen and
Mission areas. SEE PAGE 7

The College of Education at
The University of Texas-Pan
American is under new leadership,
and a newly appointed interim dean
has a history of leadership from non
other than UTPA itself.
Due to recent administrative changes former
UTPA student, Velma
Menchaca was appointed as interim dean of
the
College
of
Education earlier this
month.
Menchaca
said she will
temporarily
hold
the
position
of dean
until the
uniVelma Menchaca
versi-

ty appoints someone for the job.
She added that she has the same
responsibilities an acting dean
would have.
“The university will conduct
an external search for a permanent
dean in the College of Education,”
Menchaca said. “As an interim
dean I have all the responsibilities a
permanent dean has.”
Menchaca obtained her
bachelor's degree in health
education and secondary
education with a minor in
English
from
Pan
American University in
1979. She later continued
her education at Texas
State University, where
she graduated with a
Masters degree in education. Menchaca then later
moved on to receive her
doctorate from Texas
A&M University.

See DEAN page 11

By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American
Interim Dean Dr. Wallace
Tucker of the College of Arts and
Humanities starts his day with a Tai
Chi routine at 5 a.m. sharp. Without
it, his day just isn’t the same.
“In graduate school there was
stress. As a performer in concerts,
there was stress,” he explained. “In
grad school, it was a twisting tension in the chest,” he adds, tightly
clenching a fist to his chest. “In performing solo in concerts, it was in
the lower back area.”
Now, Tucker said he feels the
entire weight of his new position
and that, as he enters his third week
as interim dean, is the biggest surprise.
This surprise coming from a
man with over 20 pages of musical
performances and credentials to his
name.
Tucker completed his bache-

lor’s in instrumental music education at North Texas State University
in Denton, and went on to complete
his masters majoring minor in conducting and euphonium. Tucker
went on to receive his doctorate in
performance (trombone), with
musicology and theory related field,
also from North Texas State.
Today however, his responsibilities have
changed.
“I’m
responsible
for everything
in this college.
So all the student
concerns, all

See TUCKER
page 11

Wallace Tucker

Herbal remedies substitute for conventional meds
By ELIZABETH GARCIA
The Pan American
If you thought that alternative
medicine was all about herbal teas,
vitamin supplements or homeopathic pills, think twice. Herbal
medicine in the Rio Grande Valley
goes beyond its conventional
meaning, as the spiritual and even
esoteric influences of the traditional blend in.
Herbal shops, also known as
hierberias, offer customers more
than just teas, powders, creams, or
herb capsules. These shops also
sell amulets, statues, candles, and
even provide healing services such
as limpias, rituals supposed to get
rid of negative energies.
According to Mark Glazer,
professor of psychology and
anthropology at the University of
Texas-Pan American, the Valley’s
folk medicine is a mixture of

See HERBS page 11

Side Effects of
Select Herbal
Products
Q Ginkgo biloba: Bleeding
Q St. John's wort: Gastrointestinal
disturbances, allergic reactions,
fatigue, dizziness, confusion, dry
mouth, photosensitivity
Q Ephedra (ma huang):
Hypertension, insomnia, arrhythmia,
nervousness, tremor, headache,
seizure, cerebrovascular event,
myocardial infarction, kidney stones

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

HEALING — Home remedies like drinking tea have been a Valley tradition
for decades. These “remedios” are an alternative to modern medicine and
methods. These folk beliefs often entail visiting a “curandero” or folk-healer
instead of a certified doctor.

Q Kava: Sedation, oral and lingual
dyskinesia, torticollis, oculogyric crisis, exacerbation of Parkinson's disease, painful twisting movements of
the trunk, rash
Source: www.aafp.org
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
To the Editor,
Last week’s letter that sought to ridicule
those who expressed opinions contrary to the
current leadership disturbed me. I was further
alarmed to realize that it was more of a treatise to vilify and malign differing ideologies.
As we portray one ideology as bad, or
wrong, we do so only to portray another ideology as good, or correct. This process is
facilitated and perpetuated by any group with
an opinion. In doing so these groups (political
parties, corporations, individuals, even the
AARP!) would like us to ignore the facts and
make subjective decisions.
It is our duty as educated individuals, who
To the Editor,
My young friend Clarissa Martinez, Pan
American Editor, recently wrote an editorial entitled, “City Ordinance Infringes on
Freedom.” The issue is more likely a clash
of rights rather than an exclusive infringement on smokers.
The editor’s argument reduces to a massive “straw person,” because Ms. Martinez
distorted the viewpoint of those who might
support such a ban and ignored important
evidence that has been emerging with
regard to such bans in large cities such as
Los Angles and New York. Her argument
has three major premises: 1) smoking is
merely private, 2) smoking constitutes no
other harm, and 3) a ban on smoking will

are at this university to seek out new knowledge and expand our minds, to make
informed decisions. Dr. Samuel Freeman
should not be an object of ridicule, but an
object of admiration. He is a stalwart defender of the downtrodden and he truly believes in
the causes he supports.
Dr. Freeman has tasted war in Vietnam,
and I implore anyone to withhold criticism
until they have read his essays and but
glimpsed his experiences in Southeast Asia.
People who protest do not protest because
they are ignorant, they protest because they
understand a reality we may not and believe
in their cause.
I do not believe “enough is enough”. As a

free society it is our duty to speak in a voice
contrary to the leadership if we believe that
the decision is wrong. We should never advocate silencing dissidents; we should commend them. Only when our actions are written into history and our children turn their
gazes upon our actions will the situation be
more fully understood. To condemn anyone
for speaking his or her mind now on a situation we do not understand is what is truly irrational.

financially harm business owners.
Moreover, even were smoking just an
annoyance, there are other nuisance laws
on the books that are perfectly legitimate:
public intoxication, public disorder, indecent exposure, sound pollution, etc. The
editor needs to demonstrate how this “nuisance” law lacks credibility by way of contrast.
Though Ms. Martinez is correct that
non-smokers do find it annoying to have
people “light up” while they are still
engaged in their meal, she has ignored the
objective medical evidence that indicates
the harm caused by secondary smoke (in
homes and in restaurants and other public
places). Non-smokers deserve freedom
from medical harm. If the issue of smoking

were merely a private one, as Ms. Martinez
seems to suggest, her argument would be
stronger.
Additionally, prior to the ban in New
York and other cities, restaurateurs and bar
owners have made the argument that their
businesses would suffer as a result. Such
arguments are not supported by evidence.
Studies show that such dire predictions are
weak slippery slope arguments.
So, perhaps there remain strong arguments that oppose the ban to smoking. I am
open to persuasion. It is not clear that a
smoking ban is an infringement of freedom.

Nathan Gower Schwarz
Senior, anthropology

Ken Buckman
Department of History and Philosophy
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Bush pledges to raise Pell Grant awards
By DAVID RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
“Aim high in life.” This was newly inaugurated President Bush’s admonition to students at Florida Community College in
Jacksonville last week, where he pledged to
raise the Pell Grant amount by $100 in each
of the next five years.
This comes as welcome news to students
and parents who face a 10.5-percent rise in
tuition at public four-year colleges.
Federal Pell Grants, awarded to undergraduate students who have not earned a
bachelor’s or professional degree, are the
nation’s largest form of financial aid, aimed
at helping low-income students afford college. Pell Grant awards are based on need,
cost of attendance, and whether the recipient is a part-time or full-time student.
Bush intends to raise the maximum grant
to $4,550 by 2010, up 12 percent from the
$4,050 offered today. These are the first
steps in making governmental assistance
for higher education a priority in the administration.
“The president has been strongly committed to Pell Grants and ensuring that
more students are eligible,” said Trent

Federal Government Student Aid Dependency
State Aid

Federal Aid

Institutional Aid

Source: Texas Guaranteed Student Loan Corporation

Duffy, deputy White House press secretary
in a recent interview.
However, there are questions about
Bush’s sincerity. In his 2000 presidential
election campaign, Bush pledged to raise
the maximum Pell Grant to $5,100.
“We’ve been down this road before,”
said
Sen.
Edward
Kennedy,
D-

Ruling about sentencing
guidelines raises concerns

McAllen:
Building
helpers
By JESSICA MUNIZ
The Pan American
Community service either on or off campus marks a special opportunity to do something worthwhile.
Keep McAllen Beautiful has chosen
February as Paint McAllen Beautiful
Month. The 6th Annual Paint McAllen
Beautiful 2005 project will take place
February through March.
Chris Lash, program coordinator of Keep
McAllen Beautiful, stated that there is no
set date because the program works around
volunteer schedules.
“Since the majority of our volunteers
have their own agendas of the day, we like
to work around their schedules and set an
appointment as soon as possible,” Lash
said.
McAllen residents are in the process of
being screened for the program. Keep
McAllen Beautiful members are still looking for families in need. In order to qualify
McAllen residents must be low-income, 60
years of age or older, or of any age with a

Massachusetts, in a statement where he
warned students and their families not to
“count their chickens before they hatch.”
Bill Morley, Assistant Director of
Student Financial Services, echoed Senator
Kennedy’s statement. “We’re just waiting
to see what the outcome is,” Morley said.
According to Morley, over 70 percent of

UTPA students receive some form of financial aid, much of it in Pell Grants.
Another potential pitfall for the president is that regardless of congressional
allocations to the Pell Grant program, eligible students get the grant money they are
entitled to receive each year. Because of
rising enrollment and a sluggish economy,
the Pell Grant program is in a $4 billion
hole.
Bush has said he will ask Congress to
reform the student loan program and then
use the savings to make up the deficit.
“We intend to use the savings from
changing how student loans are granted and
administered for closing that deficit,” Bush
said.
Rep. George Miller, D-California, the
top Democrat on the House Education
Committee, isn’t convinced.
“My first instinct is to say, ‘Show me the
money,’” said Miller. “The fact is that so
often the administration proposes to
increase spending in one account by reducing spending for critical education services
in another account. If the president’s plan
would rob Peter to pay Pell, it would be
unacceptable.”

Courtesy of Chris Lash

VOLUNTEERS - Keep McAllen Beautiful
members spread themselves through the
Valley painting houses that need brightening up.

permanent disability.
Holly Smith, president of Keep McAllen
Beautiful, stated that joy overwhelms the
hearts of the elderly people who get their
houses painted. At times even the next-door
neighbor wants to paint his house as well.
‘“Tears of joy’ is what I heard one lady
tell me one day after a group had just painted her house, and that just made me very
glad to know,” Smith said.
The idea is to beautify the homes of community members who cannot afford it themselves. It can be a very contagious thing; in
some cases, before long the whole neighborhood is inspired to paint their home too.
Keep McAllen Beautiful is a non-profit
organization that contributes to making
McAllen a pleasant environment with many

See BEAUTIFUL page 12

South Texas judges
make decisions based
on individual cases
By CLAUDETTE ELENA GONZALES
The Pan American
A recent ruling by the Supreme Court
has evoked a positive response from Valley
judges, but raises concerns among critics
about the increased latitude that has been
given to judges.
The two-part ruling overturned the section of U.S. sentencing law that required
judges to add on to criminal sentences
based on factors that had not been presented or proven to the jury, thus, according to
the Supreme Court, violating the Sixth
Amendment right to a trial by jury.
The ruling also left the 18-year-old sentencing guidelines in place for advisory
purposes only, giving federal judges much
more flexibility in sentencing criminals.
U.S. Magistrate Judge John William
Black of Brownsville agrees with the
Supreme Court decision to make the guidelines non-mandatory.
“You shouldn’t have a cookie-cutter,
one-size-fits-all system,” he said.

CRIME BEAT
Will this change make criminal sentences fairer? It may be too soon to tell.
In Black’s opinion, “If [the change]
allows a judge to take into account more
factors than he previously would have been
able to, and if that leads to fairness, then
yes.”
The sentencing guidelines, long considered by criminal justice reform advocates
to be overly harsh, were put in place with
bipartisan support by the Sentencing
Reform Act in 1987, because of the wide
disparity among the different states in sentences given for the same crime.
The sentencing guidelines prescribed
fixed mandatory sentence ranges depending on the crime committed, as well as
other factors such as criminal history and
whether or not the defendant took responsibility for his actions.
U.S. District Judge Ricardo Hinojosa of

See SENTENCING page 12
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Cooperative pharmacy program
provides direct pathway to PharmD
UTPA alleviating
pharmacy shortage
with new program
By CLAUDETTE ELENA GONZALES
The Pan American
The Rio Grande Valley is a medically
underserved area, with disproportionately
small numbers of medical professionals,
including pharmacists.
In an attempt to alleviate this problem,
The University of Texas-Pan American has
joined forces with the University of TexasAustin College of Pharmacy to form the
UT Austin/UTPA Cooperative Pharmacy
Program, designed to encourage students
from the Valley to pursue a six-year doctor
of pharmacy degree (PharmD) and return
to the Valley once they finish schooling.
Through the Cooperative Pharmacy
Program, students initially complete two
years of pharmacy prerequisites at UTPA.
As long as students maintain a minimum
overall grade point average of 3.0 and their
science GPA is above 3.2, they are guaranteed admission to the UT College of
Pharmacy, where they complete the next
two years of education.
The last step is that while still enrolled
at the College of Pharmacy, students return
to the Valley for the fifth and sixth years of
pharmacy curriculum. During the fifth
year, students take distance-learning courses taught by professors at UT-Austin. The
sixth year is spent doing seven six-week
rotations at pharmacies and hospitals
throughout the Valley. Upon completion of
the program, students receive their degree
from the UT-Austin College of Pharmacy.
Students have two opportunities to
apply and be accepted into the program.
Students may apply during their senior
year in high school, and if accepted, they
become Pharmacy Scholars.
If they are not accepted into the
Pharmacy Scholars Program straight out of
high school, students may reapply after
completing pre-pharmacy course work and
go straight to the UT-Austin College of
Pharmacy.
For many students, it is comforting to
know that they get two chances to apply.
“Throughout high school, my main
objective was to get into pharmacy school
and I really wanted to get into this program,” said UTPA sophomore Pharmacy
Scholar Sylvia Morales. “I told myself, if I
don’t make it the first time, then I’m going
to try again the second time.”
Morales was accepted the first time she
applied and is currently serving as the vice
president for the Bronc Pre-Pharmacy
Association.
For those who are accepted prior to
beginning their freshman year in college,
there is a summer enrichment program
designed to make the transition into college less tedious. Freshman Pharmacy
Scholar Annie Ryan described that experi-

ence.
“We had this little summer program,
kind of a review of high school chemistry
and math so that we would go into college
a little more prepared, and during that little
summer session, [the Pharmacy Scholars]
bonded and we’re pretty close,” Ryan said.
“It’s nice because we have a lot of the same
classes together and it makes college a little more fun.”
While the Cooperative Pharmacy
Program does receive some funding from
the Texas Legislature, businesses such as
HEB and Walgreens also provide scholarships.
Joel Garza, regional pharmacy recruitment manager for HEB, said the supermarket chain offers scholarships to between
two and four Pharmacy Scholars per year.
During their first three years of schooling, each of the selected scholars receives
the scholarship once a year. However, after
the third year students are eligible to
receive it once a semester, or twice a year.
In addition to the scholarships, HEB
offers the Pharmacy Scholars part-time
jobs which not only helps financially but
also provides valuable retail experience.
Once students earn their doctor of pharmacy degree, job prospects are excellent.
According to Garza, there is a national
shortage of pharmacists, leading to what he
calls “a pharmacist’s market.”
Katrina Luna, administrative associate
for the Cooperative Pharmacy Program,
says most of the students who do their last
two years of pharmacy school at UTPA
through the program have job offers even
before they graduate.
“I haven’t met one [pharmacy] student
who has come through our program and
has not been able to find a job,” Luna said.
Pharmacy is a very wide field and upon
graduation there are many different options
to choose from. The most visible is the
retail pharmacists to whom people go when
they need a prescription filled.
Another option is academia, where
pharmacists perform lab research and teach
at universities. Others may choose to practice in a specialized field of pharmacy such
as geriatrics, oncology, pediatrics, infectious diseases, or psychiatrics. Pharmacists
may also be employed by pharmaceutical
manufacturers to produce drugs.
This is what sophomore Pharmacy
Scholar Anthony Romo would like to do.
“I’m really interested in research and
drug discovery, being part of the team that
works to put medicines out there to help
people,” he said.
Pharmacists with an entrepreneurial
spirit may decide to open an independent
community pharmacy.
The lead doesn’t really come through, it
said how UTPA is trying to alleviate the
problem of having a lack of medical-field
students and then the story just gives an
overview of the program. See if she can fix
the first line or get a quote about why it is
important to offer these programs. Maybe
someone will tell her, “yeah, we’re trying
really hard to keep these students here
because of the lack the RGV sees…”
Otherwise, really good job.

Professional Education in
Pharmacy School
Y Years 1 & 2 Pre-Pharmacy years at UTPA
Y Years 3 & 4 at College of Pharmacy
UT Austin
Y Year 5 & 6 at UTPA
Year 5: Advanced course work
in patient care
Year 6: Calendar year consisting of 7
six-week experimental rotations
at pharmacy practice sites
around the Rio Grande Valley
Source: UTPA Cooperative Pharmacy Program

Legislation require
student health check
using report cards
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
Diabetes and child obesity are key health
problems in the Rio Grande Valley, and many
changes are being made in public schools to
ensure a healthy diet. A bill was recently submitted to help counter child obesity by requiring public schools to submit a health report
card along with the student’s academic performance.
State Sen. Lecticia Van de Putte, D-San
Antonio, authored Senate Bill 285 which
would make mandatory the notification of a
student’s parents if the student were found to
be overweight or obese according to their
body mass index-for-age (BMI).
BMI helps determine if an individual’s
weight is healthy and is calculated by using
height and weight measurements.
Esperanza Briones, dietetics coordinator at
The University of Texas-Pan American,
explained how BMI is used differently with
children than it is with adults.
“Children’s body fatness changes over the
years as they grow,” Briones said. “Girls and
boys differ in their body fatness as they
mature. This is why BMI for children is
referred to as BMI-for-age; it is gender and
age specific.”
According to Briones, BMI-for-age is plotted on gender specific growth charts. These
charts are used for children and teens ages two
to 20. Each of the Centers for Disease Control
BMI-for-age gender-specific charts contains a
series of curved lines indicating specific per-

centiles. Health professionals use established
percentile cutoff points to identify underweight and overweight in children.
Once a student’s BMI is found to be
unhealthy, Van de Putte’s proposed bill would
then entitle school districts to notify parents
with written information informing them
about obesity, diabetes and other health problems.
Although the legislation called for student
privacy when conducting BMI measurements,
concern over student self-esteem has necessitated discussion of alterations to the bill.
Rep. Aaron Pena, D-Edinburg, wants to see
modifications before supporting it.
“I think the intent behind the bill was good,
but there is probably a better way to go about
it,” Pena said. “There is a health problem
along the border with diabetes and weight
control primary because of our diet and genetics. This [legislation] was an attempt to
address that, but I think the ultimate responsibility is on the individual and their parents.”
Norina Villalpando, UTPA staff member,
believes the legislation is an invasion of privacy.
Yes I think we need to take care of our children’s health, but we don’t need to advertise it
by putting it in the report cards,” Villalpando
said. “Children’s BMI is a private issue. If we
start doing this it may help children’s attention
and start focusing on how they eat and exercise. But I as a parent fear that my child would
want to be skinny and do whatever it takes to
be skinny and this is how eating disorders

See REPORT CARD page 12

NEWS

February 3, 2005

Page 5

Hotline keeps faculty and staff in compliance
By NAYELLY BARRIOS
The Pan American
The University of Texas Pan-American employs over 1,500
full-time faculty and staff members. With so many employees, and
over 17,000 enrolled students to take care of, how is there any stability?
The UTPA Compliance Program has been keeping the university straight for seven years already, taking care of organizational
issues that may arise.
Institutional compliance officer James Langabeer states the
mission of the program on the Web site, “The spirit of the compliance function is to explore and evaluate compliance questions with
the aim of improving the overall level of compliance at the institution. The questions we receive are not taken as accusations, but
rather as opportunities to see if improvements can be found.”
All new employees at the University must attend a seminar
where they are introduced to the UTPA Handbook of Operating
Procedures, or the HOP.
“Employees have the job of making sure the University complies, it’s part of their jobs. That’s what we’re paid to do,” UTPA
Compliance Coordinator Wilson Ballard said.
“We’re not paid by the state of Texas to break the law.
Employees have a special responsibility.”
The UTPA compliance program offers employees different
ways to raise compliance questions, and tries to accommodate
everyone, using a phone hotline to take complaints and answer
questions.
“One thing we stress is that the hotline is available in English
and Spanish as well,” said Isabel Benavides, compliance coordinator at UTPA.
Callers can also remain anonymous.
The line is operated by The Network, an independent third party
company, and Ballard explained how the company is set up. When
someone calls and gives their name, the company then reports the
name to the works. If the caller doesn’t share their name, then the
company will give them a reference number and tell them to call
back in two weeks.
Last year the compliance office received about 60 compliance
questions. Approximately 10 of those came through the hotline.
“Because the spirit of the program is one of raising questions,
we explore the questions, we get different people’s perspective and
then we see if the University should do something to improve the
level of compliance,” Ballard said. “That’s kind of open and people don’t feel for the most part like they need anonymity to
approach us, but it’s there in case they do.”
The compliance programs services are mainly aimed at university employees to support them in fulfilling their responsibilities.
“Compliance support services has two processes. The first
process is raise compliance questions, and the second is support in
managing high-risk areas,” Ballard said.
Ballard explained that a high-risk area would be when someone’s life was at risk. A lower risk area would be if the fire extinguishers needed inspecting, for example.
Reported compliance issues stretch into a variety of categories.
“One is solicitation on campus,” Ballard said. “It’s not a very
high risk compliance issue, but it is an issue that bothers people
when we have people taking advantage of a captive audience, and
they’re selling stuff or things like that.”

Natalie Villarreal/The Pan American

HOTLINE - Faculty and staff can take advantage of the
compliance hotline when problems arise.

He said that because of the high population on the UTPA campus, this often becomes an issue.
Advertising for businesses, political parties or personnel issues
regarding fairness is also a problem on the UTPA campus, Ballard
said.
“Those are repetitive things, but then there’s oddball things,” he
added.
Ballard pointed out that UTPA campus typically does not allow
alcohol on the premises, for example, and that can become an issue
during some campus functions.
“There was an art exhibit one time and they served wine at the
art exhibit and somebody raised a question about whether that was

okay.”
On the compliance office Web site, UTPA President Blandina
Cardenas, emphasizes the importance of the compliance program.
“As employees of this University and of this great state, we are
each responsible for obeying the applicable laws and rules.
Beyond that, we are also responsible for upholding an ethical work
environment,” Cardenas said. “Our compliance program is based
on a system of checks and balances, and it can only be successful
through your cooperation.”
For more information go to their Web site at
http://www.panam.edu/2000/compliance _office /index.htm
Faculty with compliance issues can call 1-877-888-0002.

Make-A-Wish Foundation: Eight
years of cheer for Valley children
By JENNIFER BARRIENTES
The Pan American
Of all of the charities playing a part in the community,
many stand out. One is the Make-A-Wish Foundation,
which grants children ages two to 18 with life threatening
diseases a chance to live out their biggest wish.
This year, Make-A-Wish Foundation will celebrate its
20th year and the Rio Grande Valley Chapter will celebrate its eighth. Worldwide, the organization has helped
over 100,000 children.
According to Ava Sandlin, wish coordinator for the
RGV Make-A-Wish Foundation, it all started with a little
boy named Chris Greicius. She said the little boy always
dreamed of being part of the State Troopers.
“He had always wanted to be a State Trooper,” Sandlin
said. “Sadly, they realized that his wish would never come
true, so the Arizona State Troopers banded together with
the help of others to make his wish come true.”
On his wish day he became the first and only Honorary
Arizona State Trooper. He received an official trooper
uniform along with a badge, and rode in a helicopter to
the city of Phoenix. A few days later he slipped into a
coma and died.
The Arizona State Troopers gave Chris a full State
Trooper funeral. After seeing the effect their actions had
on him and his family they decided to fulfill the wishes of
other dying children.
On Jan. 29 there was a local training session for volunteers interested in joining this organization, where future
volunteers learned how to grant wishes, to complete the
necessary paperwork with the parent, and how to ask children what their wish would be.
“We try to instill hope, strength and joy to these children and families,” Sandlin stated about the foundation.
“We ask them if you can have one thing in the world that
you have always wanted what it would be. Would you like
to meet someone? Go somewhere? Have something? Or
be someone? We have a little girl who wanted to meet
Mickey Mouse. She left Jan. 31 to go meet him.”
Sandlin said the training session was designed for individuals 21 or older. She stressed that age is not a factor
and anyone who wants to help the foundation can volunteer time.
“The recent training session on Saturday is held for
people 21 and over,” Sandlin said. “But just because you
are younger does not mean you cannot help. In fact I have
a wonderful group of students from UTPA who help me
out greatly. These students sit on the Student Advisory
board. They help make a good wish great by making the
wish more exciting. For example, they will go to the airport to see a child off when they leave for a wish and
when they come back they are waiting at the airport with
balloons and banners. They are always coming up more

Quick Facts At A Glance
The Make-A-Wish Foundation takes the time
to bring a smile to the faces of millions of children who are ill. Through donations and volunteers offering their time, wishes are granted.
Founded in 1980
28 international affiliates
Over 100,000 wishes granted for sick
children
Over 25,000 volunteers work with the
Make-A-Wish Foundation
8th year of Rio Grande Valley Chapter
The RGV Chapter serves children from
Hidalgo, Cameron, Willacy, Starr, Brooks and
Kenedy counties
The RGV Chapter granted 48 wishes last
year to sick children
Source: Make-A-Wish Foundation

creative ideas.”
Two of those UTPA students are Jeanette Ferry-Gomez
and Edward Laredo.
“Volunteering at Make-A-Wish is very rewarding,
knowing that you are making a child’s dreams come true.
Trips to Disney World, one girl wants to meet Bam
Margera, others want laptops. They do it all just to make
a child happy,” said Ferry-Gomez, a junior English major.
“It’s very cool to see how people take their time to help
a child,” said Laredo, a senior English major. “These people make these children’s wishes a reality. It’s a good
place to give back to the community, knowing that what
you’re doing will affect a child and their family in a very
special way.”
The foundation is run on individual contributions, corporate donations, foundation grants, planned gifts, chapter fees and assessments. There are guidelines they follow
when granting a child a wish; a child must first be referred
to the foundation and that is when the paperwork begins.
The child’s physician plays a major role in deciding
whether a child’s condition qualifies for a wish. The
physician then helps decide the best time to grant a child’s
wish and if any restrictions should be placed on it. When
it comes to wishes, costs do not matter. The foundation
pays for everything when granting a wish; the family does
not have to pay anything.
For more information call the foundation at 686WISH.
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U.S. Poet Laureate visits campus

YUMMY — Menu Express
sales operator Alejandra

By SARAI GARCIA &
ANGELA SALAZAR
The Pan American

Diaz-Gonzalez marketing
senior at UTPA, takes a
delivery order. This innova-

Tonight the UTPA English department will host the poet laureate of the
United States, Ted Kooser. The event
will be held at the Student Union
Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. and is free and
open to the public.
Kooser, the 13th U.S. Poet Laureate
assumed his duties in Fall 2004 after
being appointed by the Librarian of
Congress, James H. Billington.
Billington is quoted at usatoday.com stating, “Ted Kooser is a major poetic voice
for rural and small town American and
the first poet laureate chosen from the
Great Plains. His verse reaches beyond
his native region to touch on universal
themes in accessible ways.”
Kooser’s awards include two
National Endowment for the Arts
Fellowships in poetry, a Pushcart Prize
and the Stanley Kunitz Prize from
Columbia University. He lives near
Garland, Neb., with his wife, Kathleen
Rutledge, the editor of the Lincoln
Journal Star.
The position of poet laureate
includes an office at the Library of
Congress, a salary of $35,000 and the

tive delivery service was
founded in 2004 and caters
to a portion of the western
edge of Hidalgo County.

responsibility to deliver and arrange
readings. Previous poet laureates were
Robert Frost, Rita Dove and Louise
Gluck.
Kooser received his bachelor’s
degree at Iowa State University in 1962
and then his master’s at the University of
Nebraska in 1968. He is the author of 10
collections of poetry, the most recent
being “Delights & Shadows” (2004).
Much of Kooser's poetry is about
the people and places of the Midwest,
especially the prairies of Nebraska. By
writing about these places, people and
feelings a reader can relate to what is
being written. It makes his poetry have a
universal theme.
“Poetry is in touch with certain levels of feeling and thought that nurture our
lives,” said Professor Steven Schenider,
chair of the English department at
UTPA.
“For that reason it is very important
that people read poetry and experience it.
And this will be a really unique opportunity to hear from one of our outstanding
American poets today.”
Schneider arranged for Kooser to
come speak on the UTPA campus and
hopes it will open the minds of Valley
natives to the art of poetry. Schneider met
Kooser while he was taking a job at the

University of
Nebraska.
“I would
see Ted Kooser
at literary festivals in Nebraska
and we became
friends during
the six years I
lived
in
Nebraska,”
KOOSER
Schneider said.
“And when I heard that he was appointed poet laureate I wrote to him…and I
took that opportunity to invite him to
come down here to UTPA. He is very
pleased to be coming here.”
Jose Gonzales, a senior math
major, said, “It’s a good thing when the
public learns about poetry. Seems like
poetry is reserved, but his is easy to read
and understand.”
Being a math major, Gonzales
admits this is his first exposure to
Kooser’s poetry and he looks forward to
attending the reading tonight.
Other students see the visit as a
reflection of how far UTPA has progressed. Enrique Reynoso, a junior
English major, said, “This is good for the
University to have someone with the
stature of poet laureate to come here.”

Spring pageant season approaches
Franco Caballero/The Pan American

Faster food
By SELENE GARZA
The Pan American
The rumbling of the study
group’s stomach is asking for
some mouthwatering sushi, but it
is inevitable that the students will
simply order pizza and have it
delivered.
Besides, what other delivery
alternative is there? There is
another option, called Menu
Express, a new service available
to anyone in the McAllen,
Edinburg and Mission area.
Although the coverage areas in
Edinburg and Mission are limited,
dorm occupants on campus are
included.
The idea was conceived by
25-year-old Jorge Diaz when he
took Richard Shell’s advanced
programming techniques class at
The University of Texas-Pan
American. He was assigned a
project in class to create an original business idea and put it on a

Web site, and Diaz came up with
Hot Meals To Go.
The concept of the business
was that people would access the
site where a list of restaurants
along with menus pop up, and
once the person chose a place they
were instructed to place the order
with Hot Meals To Go. Then, this
business picks up the order and
delivers it to the customer’s home,
office, study room, hotel or
desired location.
After graduating from UTPA
in May 2004 with a degree in
business administration, Diaz
decided to expand on his classroom project. He immediately
began research and found that this
type of food delivery service
existed in several big cities and
other countries, such as
Restaurant Express located in
Palm Desert, Calif. and Waiters
On Wheels based out of San
Francisco.

See FOOD page 10

By AMANDA GARCIA
The Pan American
A new year means lots of things to
different people; the start of a new
healthy lifestyle or maybe even a new
home improvement project. But for those
select few who compete in beauty pageants, a new year means the beginning of another competitive season in
the world of pageantry.
Each year, young ladies searching for the crown enter beauty pageants in hopes that they may have
what it takes to capture the title.
Thousands of girls compete each year
throughout the United States and in
the Rio Grande Valley.
Miss South Texas All American,
Miss Belleza Latina, and Miss RGV
America are a few new additions to
Valley pageantry; but the Valley's “big
tamale,” is the Miss Rio Grande Valley
USA Double pageant. Pageants like
Miss Starr County, Miss South Texas and
Miss Hidalgo all send winners to compete at this event.
Preliminaries for the event begin
March 18 at 7 p.m. and continue March
19 at 7 p.m. at the Edinburg City
Auditorium for the announcement and
coronation of the new 2005 Miss RGV
USA and Miss RGV Teen USA.
The reigning Miss Edinburg 2005,

Audrey Almaraz is in the running for
Miss RGV Teen USA. Almaraz is a 17year-old graduating junior from
Edinburg Economedes High School. She
is also a freshman at The University of
Texas-Pan American through concurrent
enrollment.
Her involvement in pageants had

ALMARAZ

SEGOVIA

only begun a few months prior to her
decision to compete for the title of Miss
Edinburg.
“I thought pageants were just a
bunch of hype,” Almaraz said. “I was
never considered one of those girls who
would compete. So I didn't tell anyone I
was going to do Miss Edinburg.”
Much to Almaraz’s surprise, she
walked away with the crown. Her next
step as Miss Edinburg is competing for
the title of Miss RGV Teen USA.
“That was my first pageant ever; I

loved it,” said Almaraz “You get to meet
so many people and it's amazing what
doors have opened for me.”
Vanessa Segovia, a freshman communication major and the current reigning Miss RGV USA 2004, is relinquishing her title.
“Aside from all the negative perceptions our society has imposed upon
pageantry, it has definitely had a positive influence on my life," Segovia
said, "and has helped me with my self
confidence and to find myself.”
Segovia's experience with pageants only began a year ago. Her first
competition was Miss McAllen,
where she won the title and went on to
win Miss RGV USA in March 2004.
In June 2004 she competed for the
prestigious Miss Texas USA pageant
in Laredo, placing in the top 30 out of
130 contestants statwide.
“I am sad about giving up my title,”
Segovia said. “However, at the same
time I am very excited for the next girl to
experience and learn all that I have
learned in the last year.”
For more information on the Miss
RGV USA and Miss RGV Teen USA
please call executive director, Debi
Chavez at (956) 454-0510 or e-mail
MissRGVUSA1@aol.com. Registration
for the pageant can also be completed at
MissRioGrandeValleyUSA.com.
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(LEFT) – Dakota
Fanning gives Linda
Blair of “The Exorcist” a
run for the position of
creepiest thriller film
child in the film “Hide
and Seek.” For the
movie she dons black
locks that heighten the
milky tone of her skin,
and add to the mysterious qualities of her character.

Old
Game

o

ne, two, three,
four… ten! Come
out, come out wherever you are! Hide
and seek is more than
mere child’s play in
20th Century Fox’s
latest horror flick.
By Omaira Galarza

This year horror filmmakers
decided not to create “Scream 4,”
and are in a more reminiscent
stage. He or she who is willing to
dish out an extra quarter at the
theater can soon revisit old fears
of a house haunted by demonic
forces rather than ghosts in a
remake of “The Amityville
Horror,” witness the nightmarerearing figment of young imaginations come to life with Stephen T.
Kay’s “Boogeyman,” or ring in
the trend by learning the dangers
of a familiar childhood game of
“Hide and Seek.”
With a film devoid of thrills
like “Swimfan” on his resume,
John Polson was wise to rely on
big name actors (Robert DeNiro,
Dakota Fanning) to give “Hide
and Seek” a little box office pull;
obviously it worked because the
movie has been No. 1 since it was
released last Friday, but it’s an
enigma that the actors did not fall
through the holes the plot.
A-list actor DeNiro (“Meet
the Fockers,” “Analyze That”
recently) and budding starlet

Dakota Fanning (“Man on Fire,”
“Taken”) play David and Emily
Callaway, a father and daughter
who move to a house in the forest
after mother Alison Callaway
dies.
David relocates to isolated
upstate New York with the intention of easing the mourning period for Emily, so she turns to an
imaginary friend, Charlie, to
replace her mother’s playful
nature.
DeNiro, who was awarded
two Oscars—the first was Best
Supporting Actor in 1974 for
“The Godfather” and the second
for Best Actor in 1980 for
“Raging Bull”—realizes quickly
as David that he cannot protect
his daughter from everything.
Charlie begins to put Emily in the
middle of his efforts to torment
David.
The intensity of the fatherdaughter bond is clearly defined
because of the dramatic perfection
DeNiro has achieved in over 30
years as a working actor. Fanning
emerged from the shadow cast by
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the presence of DeNiro by instinctively matching his performance
with the experience she gained
from acing the role of Sean
Penn’s memorable daughter in
2001s “I am Sam.”
The mini-blonde bombshell
demonstrates each layer and fragment of growth in these relationships with more dynamism than is
theoretically possible for a 10year-old actress.
Her marble-blue eyes tell a
story without the need for words,
and they remained untainted. But
her hair is a harsh black that can
only be achieved by mixing every color on an
artist’s paint palette. Fanning fans do not fear,
her hair was not de-virginized, it was only a wig,
but the effect was a success in giving her a dark
presence.
However, the strong acting could not save a
plot that seemed to be thrown together like an
incongruous recipe of overused scary-movie
ingredients by first-time scriptwriter Ari
Schlossberg.
He put in a
dollop of creepy
bathtub scenes,
reminiscent of
“What Lies
Beneath” (starring Michelle
Pfeiffer) or the
classic shower

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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ollywood brings you
more Horrors & Thrillers

“Alone in the Dark”
Directed by Uwe Boll
An otherworldly investigator learns of a secret which could mean
the end of civilization as we know it in this thriller based on the popular video game Alone in the Dark.
Release date: Jan. 28

scene from the original 1960s version of
“Psycho,” followed by several dashes of childpenned drawings a la 2002s “Dragonfly.” Then,
Schlossberg substituted for the eerie Chucky
character with haunting porcelain dolls, and
threw in a pinch of death by falling out of a window like director Takashi Shimizu’s “The
Grudge.” There’s even a hint of an “Amityville”
paint scheme in the house, minus the red; but
there is a creepy secluded room.
The end product has a bitter taste that causes
cringed noses, squinted eyes and pursed lips
because so much is missing. The nightmarish
acts are explained, but several of the events that
led up to the finale seem pointless and unresolved.
Don’t seek this film out unless there is a
desire to see an “it’s been done” horror movie
stew.

“Hide and Seek”
Directed by John Polson
A widowed father desperately tries to break through to his 9-yearold daughter when she creates a creepy, maniacal imaginary friend
with a terrifying vendetta.
Release date: Jan. 28
“Boogeyman”
Directed by Stephen Kay
A young man traumatized by memories of terrible events he experienced in his childhood bedroom reluctantly returns to face his
fears of a monstrous entity that could be real or merely a figment of
his imagination.
Release date: Feb. 4
“Cursed”
Directed by Wes Craven
The "Scream" team of writer Kevin Williamson and Director Wes
Craven team up on this werewolf flick where an American teenager discovers he has "the curse" of the wolf.
Release Date: Feb. 25
“The Cave”
Directed by Bruce Hunt
A group of hotshot cave divers get trapped in an underground cave
system and are forced to battle demonic creatures when they
attempt to escape.
Release date: March 11
“The Jacket”
Directed by John Maybury
A man accused of murder lands in an asylum and due to experimental drugs, foresees his death (but not who did it or how) in four
day's time. Now the only question that matters is: Can the woman
he meets in the future save him?
Release date: March 11
“Ring 2”
Directed by Noam Murro
The sequel to the 2002 horror film, "The Ring". Plot details are tightly under wraps, but both Naomi Watts and David Dorfman return in
the new film.
Release date: March 18

(Top) - David Callaway (Robert
De Niro) tries to get at the truth
behind his daughter Emily’s
(Dakota Fanning) “imaginary”
friend.
(Above Left) - Director John
Polson and Dakota Fanning on
the set of “Hide and Seek.”
(Above Right) - Young Emily is
questioned by her father David
and Sheriff Hafferty (Dylan
Baker), about strange occurrences in the Caldwell home.
(Left) - Katherine (Famke
Janssen) finds herself in troubled waters when she comes
to the aid of a young girl and
her father.
Source: Twentieth Century
Fox Film Corp.

“The Amityville Horror”
Directed by Andrew Douglas
Remake of the 1979 film about a family who is terrorized by ghosts
in their new home.
Release date: April 15
“House of Wax”
Directed by Jaume Collet-Serra
Car troubles lead a group of college students to wander into a
museum overseen by a sadistic curator.
Release date: April 29
“High Tension”
Directed by Alexandre Aja
Two teen girls settle in for a relaxing weekend at a country farmhouse, unaware that a violent intruder is speeding toward them to
transform their dreams into a relentless, bloody nightmare.
Release date: June 3

Sources: www.allmovie.com
Horror.about.com/cs/horrorfilms/a/upcominghorror1.htm
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continued from page 7

Menu Express provides the public a pamphlet issued every three months and can be
picked up at participating restaurants. Diaz said
that they hope to offer more restaurants with
each issue.
The pamphlet includes a coverage area
map, and a list of 12 restaurants including Blue
Onion, Quizno’s, Shakes and several others.
There are also instructions on how to place an
order and complete restaurants menus to make
decisions easier.
The service does not come with an extra
delivery fee, but it customary to tip the delivery
driver. The approximate delivery time is 60-75
minutes.
“Most of the time it is less than the approximate time,” Diaz said.
When asked about this service, Meri
Gomez, business administration major said, “I
believe this type of business-customer interaction is a negative one because there is no customer interaction.”
Gomez, who has learned about the freshness of food from working at restaurants, said
that food must be served warm in order to maintain freshness and to avoid bacterial growth
which can cause food poisoning.
“It is better to go into the restaurant and
know where your food is coming from, rather
than wonder where the food has been once it
left the restaurant and arrived at your home,”
Gomez said, “It is just a better feeling to sit
down at a restaurant and be assured of the
food’s freshness.”
“Sit-in restaurants need to remain sit-in
restaurants,” she said.
Diaz assures that the freshness of the food

will remain intact once it arrives at the doorstep.
“For us to deliver a fresh or hot meal to the
doorstep of the customer is a priority issue,”
Diaz said. “We use two types of containers, a
thermal bag which works terrific and keeps the
hot temperature and the smell of the food.”
He also said that they keep any salads or
ice-cream deliveries cool in ice chests.
“We did some tests before we started the
business and these containers have proved to
work with great success,” Diaz said.
The cost of the meals is not the same as
restaurant prices.
“Instead of charging delivery fees, we
work with margins,” Diaz said.
The meals are all priced higher than at
restaurants, but not by much. Diaz said that he
plans to match the restaurant pricing as soon as
he gets more places involved with Menu
Express. The Web site and pamphlet also note
that each order must equal to a minimum of
$15.
“I think it’s a great idea, especially for big
business who often encounter frequent business
presentations with corporate vendors, like we
[the purchasing department] often do,” said
Lupita Arsola, materials management director
for Mission Hospital. “I know it will come in
handy for us, and I’m surprised something like
this exists in the Valley.”
Who knew that a classroom project would
turn out to be a successful business, Diaz certainly didn’t. He now has “regulars,” but hopes
to gain more customers and provide more
restaurants options.
Menu express services can be contacted at
menuexpressrgv.com or (956) 682-6080.
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DEAN

continued from page 1

Looking back at her college years,
Menchaca recalls being involved in different
organizations at Pan American University.
She was a member of Delta Zeta and was
actively involved with the Student
Government Association (SGA). As a member
of SGA she served as a senator for the College
of Education. Menchaca also remembers
being crowned Bronco Queen in 1977 as part
of the university's homecoming celebration.
The interim dean noted that from the time
she was a student until now the university has
undergone many changes. She said UTPA has
evolved positively. Menchaca also added that
when she was a student, Pan Am never had
parking problems.
“It is obvious to me that the amount of
student activities have increased,” Menchaca
said. “The amount of programs for the students have [also] increased.”
Menchaca said that she never imagined
holding the position of dean in the College of
Education. She commented that being a dean
takes a lot of work and dedication.
“I never envisioned that I would have the
opportunity to be in the dean's office. Even
when I started as an assistant professor I never
thought I would be in the position of dean,”
Menchaca said. “A lot of hard work, dedication and being professional and ethical can
open any kind of position.”
During the months in which she will be
dean, Menchaca stated that she has several
goals in mind for the College of Education.
Not only does she want the college to move
toward research, but she also wants the
College of Education to be more faculty driven.
“I'd like to give faculty a voice,”
Menchaca said. “I want faculty to be able to
help make decisions that will affect them.”

HERBS

TUCKER

continued from page 1

the faculty concerns, all the schedules, all
the payrolls,” Tucker said, “I have a whole
new schedule.”
He cannot hire and fire, but he is able to
verbally offer employment to lecturers and
assistant professors. His supervisor, the university provost, then sends an official letter of
employment. Similarly, Tucker can recommend those faculty and staff who need to be
removed.
“The president is only one who can fire
anybody if that were necessary. It would be
with a recommendation and it would go
through the chain of command. But that’s
rare,” Tucker explained.
Among his other duties are various
meetings, which fill up his day, although he
claims not to have an open-door policy for
students.
“If students come and I can see them I
will. Otherwise Jessica [his secretary] knows
my schedule,” he said.
Tucker suggested that faculty and stu-

dents communicate through e-mail.
The six-department college was left with
no dean, and currently no communication
chair, one week into the spring semester following the dismissal of Dean Rodolfo Rocha
and the semester sabbatical leave by Dr.
Salma Ghanem, former chair. The University
of Texas-Pan American president Dr
Blandina Cardenas offered the position to
Tucker one week into the semester. A distinct
change of plans followed.
“I accepted, and told her I would withdraw my retirement from the University until
the position was filled by a permanent dean,”
said Tucker, who was set to retire in May.
Cardenas gave Tucker four charges. The
first was trust to make informed decisions
and do what he says he is going to do. Second
was to build respect for all students, faculty
and staff.
‘Everything has to go by me,” said
Tucker, in describing responsibility, the third
charge from Cardenas.

Finally, Tucker must be compliant with
policies not only within the university, but
statewide.
A music professor by trade, and former
department chair of the music department for
10 years, Tucker was associate dean in the
College of Arts and Humanities prior to his
promotion.
Leading the College of Arts and
Humanities into the immediate future, Tucker
is working closely with newly appointed
interim dean Dr. Velma Menchaca of the
College of Education to build a closer relationship between the colleges.
“Dr. Menchaca and I have already started meeting to discuss those things,” he said.
This, he explains, is just one of the natural changes that occurs with new leadership,
and Tucker said he has many “new and different” changes to implement. He recently visited the monthly faculty meeting of the communication department, to brief faculty on
what was going to happen during his tenure.

Joey Cortez/The Pan American

VALLEY CHILL - Karla
Reyna, junior communications disorders major (right),
and Orlando Hinojosa,
sophomore
marketing
major, hurry to find warmth
in
the
COAS building.
Students could be seen
around campus bundled up
in winter attire. The weather
in the Rio Grande Valley
dropped back into the 50s
this week, causing some
campus activities to freeze.
The temperature is set to
climb into the 60s over the
weekend according to the
Weather Channel.

Responsibilities facing College deans

continued from page 1

ancient practices that from all over the world.
“Valley folk medicine derives predominantly from European folk medicine,” Glazer
said. “However, there are elements of
Central American Indian folk medicine in it
too.”
Hierberia Crystal is one of the many
herbal shops in the downtown McAllen area.
The owner, Plablo Sanchez, has been in the
business approximately 40 years and does
horoscope predictions on Spanish channel
Telemundo 40 for the mid-morning newscast
“Buenos Dias Frontera.” His daughter,
Crystal Sanchez, said that people suffering
from all kinds of problems visit the shop
hoping to find alternatives to chemical-based
medications.
“We only use natural products made
with medicinal plants,” Sanchez said in
Spanish. “Some times people look at the side
effects listed on their medication box and get
scared because they are very serious.”
Sanchez also said that there is a misconception about folk medicine because people
believe that it performs miracles.
“We try to help people with all kinds of
situations, but sometimes the illness is very
serious or they are allergic to a specific plant,
then they should seek medical help instead,”
Sanchez said.
Even though this tradition of herbal lore
has survived the test of time it does not pass
the test of science. Some health specialists
are concerned with the fact that people often
combine conventional with unconventional
medicine without telling their doctor.
Brian Smith, regional director for the
Texas Department of Health, said in an arti-
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cle in the Valley Morning Star that herbal
remedies can have serious side effects.
“The biggest misconception (people
have) is, if it’s natural, it’s safe,” Smith said.
“People need to realize that if they’re taking
herbal remedies, they do have side effects
just like any other medication. It’s important
to let your doctor or pharmacist know.
…They also should not load up and take several.”
Moreover, according to an article from
the American Academy of Family Physicians
(AAFP) Web site, herbal products are not
regulated by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration.
The article also states that approximately 25 percent of American patients who take
prescribed medication also take some sort of
unconventional medicine. The problem is
that only 70 percent of these patients inform
their physician about such use.
The AAFP Web site explains that these
remedies continue to be on the market
because of the Dietary Supplement Health
and Education Act of 1994, which allows
these products to be sold to the public with a
simple explanation about their function in
promoting the general well-being.
McAllen resident Noemi Moyettt uses
herbal medicine influenced by her Puerto
Rican roots, but that has never stopped her
from visiting the doctor.
“To me there is no replacement for a
doctor,” Moyett said. “I take ginger and
chamomile for stomach aches, minor colds
or flu discomforts, but I still go to the doctor
because I know there is a risk if you don’t get
supervised.”

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American
recently appointed two interim deans,
Wallace E. Tucker to the College of Arts
and Humanities and Velma Menchaca to the
College of Education – after administrative
changes were made in both colleges early
this month.
Although the deans of the six colleges
have a large number of responsibilities,
what the position actually entails has been a
mystery to some students.
Usually, the role of a dean in a college
is an important one, filled with responsibilities and authority. The dean plans and
develops a variety of student services that
enhance the quality of student life and that
support and extend the academic mission.
The dean oversees the work of the
associate dean of the college and dean of
students, who is responsible for the residential life system, orientation, the office of
student programs, the campus judicial system, the coordination and development of
student organizations and cultural programming, and services for students with disabilities.
In a recent interview, Dr. Blandina
Cardenas, university president, said that she
was specifically looking for experience and
a record from the nominees, to know they
have dealt with all kinds of people.
“I was looking for recommendations
from the faculty,” Cardenas said. “Every
department was asked to make recommendations on the strengths and weaknesses of
each of their colleagues. They were also
invited to e-mail me directly.”

Cardenas said she was looking for
those who were highly regarded among
their peers, with "the trust and confidence
from the faculty" that would be essential in
serving as first-rate deans.
Tucker was hired at UTPA in 1976 and
has served not only as a professor in the
Department of Music, but also as the associate dean of the College of Arts and
Humanities. Tucker received three degrees
from North Texas State University, including a bachelor’s in music, a master’s in
music-orchestral instrument and his doctorate in musical arts.
Menchaca first began her career at
UTPA in 1998 as director for the Center of
Applied Research in Education. Once a student at Pan American University, she graduated with a bachelor’s in education.
Menchaca continued her education at
Southwest Texas State University where she
received a master’s in secondary education
and then headed to Texas A&M University
to pursue a doctorate with specializations in
educational
administration
and
curriculum/instruction.
Arevalo said in an article by University
Relations that a schedule to search for permanent deans will be determined in the near
future, and that faculty will have some
input.
“The search process will be reviewed
and discussed with faculty in each of the
colleges and a time frame for initiating the
dean searches will be determined,” Arevalo
said. “It is hoped that the process will not
take more then a year to complete.”
Emma Clark contributed information
to this article.
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continued from page 3

projects year round. The projects develop
and expand awareness regarding litter prevention, proper waste disposal, recycling,
and beautification. The City of Edinburg’s
Environmental Advisory Board is also
actively pursuing a number of beautification
projects in Edinburg.
“Even if it is just one person out of the
neighborhood who wants to paint his or her
house too, that’s a great thing,” Smith said.
Paint McAllen Beautiful will coordinate
with businesses, civic organizations, youth
groups and religious organizations to help
improve and embellish the community.
Connie Martinez, graduate student at
The University of Texas-Pan American and
president of Kappa Delta Chi, said she is
considering volunteering with the Keep
McAllen Beautiful project. She stated that

SENTENCING

her sorority has helped out in many community service projects.
“I have volunteered in plenty of projects
and for what it’s worth, I love to bring many
smiles on peoples faces,” Martinez said.
Last spring, Anita Ozuna, a McAllen resident who got her house painted, was very
pleased with the job a group of volunteers
did.
“I was so excited to have my house
painted. It was so nice to have people come
over and spend their own time to make my
house look beautiful,” Ozuna said. “This
year I hope to get in contact again with
Keep McAllen Beautiful because my fence
could use a painting and a retouch.”
Any organizations wanting to participate
in this project should contact Keep McAllen
Beautiful at 688-3241.

continued from page 3

McAllen, who is also the U.S. Sentencing
Commission Chair, considers the sentencing guidelines to have been a necessary
and effective way of creating a sense of
uniformity
throughout
the
U.S.
Department of Justice. However, according to Black, many federal judges disliked
the guidelines because their discretionary
power was restricted.
While it is hard to determine exactly
how judges will proceed following the
Supreme Court ruling, it seems likely that
many judges will still adhere to the advisory guidelines.
Federal Public Defender Thomas
Lindenmuth said, “All the cases we’ve
had since the Supreme Court decision
have followed the spirit of the guidelines.”
One concern is that the ruling may
leave the door open for judges to infringe
on the rights of both the victims and the
accused by assigning either extremely
lenient or unfairly harsh sentences. It is
left to individual appointed judges to
decide on a fair sentence rather than to the
elected legislators who are held directly
responsible by the American people.
University of Texas-Pan American
Political Science Department Chair Jerry
Polinard explained, “We treat judges differently than we do other kinds of government officials, in part because of the
notion that justice should be blind. We
don’t want a judge making a decision with
an eye towards whether that’s going to
help or hurt his chances in the next election.”
Criminal defense attorney Felix Ramos
added, “The fear is that we’re going backwards but we’re not going back to the
chaos that there was before because the
guidelines are still in place for advisory
purposes.”
Another concern is the possibility that
uneducated, underprivileged members of
ethnic and racial minorities may suffer at
the hand of prejudiced judges no longer
limited by the sentencing ranges dictated
by the sentencing guidelines.
While he thinks that most judges are
good and try to be fair, Ramos said,
“Without the guidelines, minorities might
get harsher punishments because the
judges aren’t restricted by mandatory
guidelines.”
The Supreme Court ruling may also
affect the plea bargaining process.

Defendants whose cases are to be presented before judges known to be more
lenient than the guidelines would previously allow, may be less willing to accept
a plea bargain. They might instead prefer
to take their chances in court.
On the other hand, prosecutors who are
confident in the knowledge that a judge is
tougher than average may have no reason
to offer the defendant a favorable plea
bargain.
“[The ruling] will probably enhance
the plea bargaining process in the Federal
system because it will open the range in
which bargained sentences can be
framed,” said County Judge Richard
Mancini of Beaver County, Penn.
He added “If the guidelines are directive rather than mandatory it will allow
those who are closest to the case, [the
prosecutor, defense attorney, and the
judge], to achieve the best result.”
At the moment it is uncertain how
Congress will respond to the decision
made by the Supreme Court.
However, according to Polinard,
“Congress simply is unable to resist
showing their constituents that they’re
going to be strong with law and order and
will be falling all over themselves to
teach the court that they can’t go about
messing with [the sentencing guidelines].”
In the eyes of Executive Assistant U.S.
Attorney Nancy Herrera, the law has
changed, but her duty has not.
“As prosecutors, we have an obligation to enforce the law and to do justice
and we will continue to do so,” Herrera
Said. “The Supreme Court has spoken on
the issue of the sentencing guidelines and
we will follow the law.”
Ultimately, the judge is the single most
knowledgeable person about any given
case, being the one who has listened to the
arguments, knows the background of the
defendant, and is aware of the circumstances surrounding the incident. The
Supreme Court decision recognizes that
judges should be able to use that knowledge in a discretionary manner.
Lindenmuth has a positive view of
local courts and is optimistic about the
future.
“My experience here in McAllen is
that judges strive to be fair both to the
defendants as well as to the U.S. government,” he said.

If interested contact Student Publications at
381-2541 or e-mail Clarissa Martinez at
clarissa_utpa@hotmail.com. Student Publications
Office is located at COAS 170.
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start.”
Pena is also worried if the bill may cause peer pressure among students, and lead to eating disorders,
which have increased in frequency in recent years.
“I have serious concerns about [overweight] young
people being humiliated or having anymore peer pressure then they already do,” Pena said. “We also have the
reverse problem with some young ladies starving themselves because of peer pressure.”
However, with obesity continuing to increase among
area children, Briones feels the legislation might help
parents realize the problems their children face. Some
health problems include an increased risk of heart disease, high blood pressure, diabetes, breathing problems
and trouble sleeping.
“Unhealthy weight gain due to poor diet and lack of
exercise is responsible for over 300,000 deaths each
year, according to the American Academy of Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry,” Briones said. “If these children
do not lose weight and continue to gain weight in adulthood, some common conditions related to overweight
and obesity are premature death, cardiovascular disease, high blood pressure, osteoarthritis, some cancers
and diabetes.”
She mentioned how informing parents could be very
effective in managing obesity in their family. Since obesity often affects more than one family member, making healthy eating and regular exercise a family activity can improve the changes of successful weight control
for the child or adolescent.
“If the report is sent to the parents directly, the parents would be aware of the problem,” Briones said.
“Help and encouragement from health professionals
would be the first step in preventing the increase of
childhood obesity.”

AFP/File/Robyn Beck

OVERWEIGHT AND OBESITY
COMMON CONDITIONS
Health problems of
obesity in children are:
Y Increased risk of heart
disease
Y High blood pressure
Y Diabetes
Y Breathing problems
Y Trouble sleeping

Overweight and obesity in
adults:
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Premature death
Cardiovascular disease
High blood pressure
Some cancers
Diabetes

Source: Center for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC)
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FOR THE RECORD
Conference
Championships

Weight throw:

Sunday, Jan. 23
Philadelphia 27, Atlanta 10
New England 41, Pittsburgh 27

Super Bowl XXXIX
Moore takes over
On Jan. 31 the Edinburg Roadrunners chose a new field manager
after the departure of former manager Chad Tredaway. The
Roadrunners hired former player/coach Vince Moore, and he is only
the second coach in team history.
Tredaway ended his three-year stay with a record of 244-139 and
14-7 in the postseason, with two league championships.
Moore is very familiar with the postseason himself. During 15
years in professional baseball, he played on 10 teams that reached
the playoffs, in AA, A and the Independent baseball level.
While in the San Diego Padres organization, Moore and Tredaway
played together with the Rancho Cucamonga Quakes. That led to a
strong friendship, and the two were reunited on the original ‘Runner
team in 2001. Moore was an outfielder who hit .270 lifetime.

Mark, set, go!
Edinburg fun run takes place this weekend
This weekend marks the running of the 23rd annual All-American
City 10K and 2 mile run/walk. The 2-mile run/walk is for novice
competitors, while the 10K run brings some of the most competitive
runners to South Texas.
The two-mile run/walk will begin at 11 a.m., while the 10K will
begin at 1 p.m. The starting line will be at Cano Gonzalez
Elementary and finish inside the Edinburg Municipal Park. Entry fee
for the run will be $5 for all ages.
For more information and registration, call (956) 381-5631.

PRCA Rodeo coming to town
Cowboy up!
The Lower Valley is ready for what has become a popular yearly
event.
The annual Los Fresnos PRCA Rodeo is set for this weekend, Feb.
4-6. The Cameron County Livestock Showgrounds opens tomorrow
at 6 a.m., and every day after that at the same time. This event
draws thousands of spectators from all over South Texas.
The main feature will be the Los Fresnos PRCA Rodeo, which will
Saturday at 3 p.m., bringing people to compete in the bull riding, calf
roping, steer wrestling, and barrel racing events. Many other events
will be taking place during the day, such as livestock judging and
carnival rides.

Bees near end of season
February is good month for team
The Rio Grande Valley Killer Bees will be on the road for two more
games before returning to Hidalgo. The Bees will be facing off
against their division rival, the Laredo Bucks on Friday, Feb. 4. It will
be the last regular season game in Laredo for the Bees.
On Saturday, Feb. 5, the Austin Ice Bats will be hosting RGV. The
Bees will make their return to the Dodge Arena on Feb. 11 to face the
Amarillo Gorillas.
The Feb. 11 match will be the first of six Killer Bees’ home games
for the month of February. Last year during the month of February
the Bees had one of their most successful months by compiling a
record of 9-1-2. The second-year franchise will be looking for more
wins this month after finishing the month of January with a record of
2-8-2.

goals: 7-27, .259 (Bauer 4, Malone 1,

31/4. 11, Amanda Ferris, UTPA, 43-3. 14,

Campbell 1, Hawkins 1). Blocked shots: 6

Megan Machado, UTPA, 42-51/4.

(Simon 4, Hawkins 1, Malone J. 1).

Pentathion:

Turnovers: 13 (Campbell 3, Malone 2,

1, Ryanne Dupree,

UTSA, 3,942. 9, Bethany Anderson,

Carouthers 2, Simon 2, Hawkins 2,

UTPA, 2,780. 12, Brittani Hilton, UTPA,

Malone J. 1, Bauer1). Steals: 4 (Campbell

2,547. 14, Lili Cavazos, UTPA, 1,909.

2, Carouthers 1, Bauer 1). Personal Fouls:
13 (Carouthers 3, Malone 2, Bauer 2,

Philadelphia vs. New England

Baseball

Alltel Stadium, Jacksonville, Fla.

2004 season

Campbell 2, Simon 2, Hawkins 2).
UTPA.................41 42- 83

UTPA

Sunday, Feb. 13

IPFW..................29 45- 74

BATTING

AFC-NFC Pro Bowl

AB
Powers

R

8

0

3

.348

Alamia

182 39 59

4

28

.324

Note: All times central standard time

Eichel

113 17 34

3

22

.301

Flowers

170 27 48

0

19

.282
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0-0-0

2

7

0

.200
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34 9-16 2-2

1-3-4
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Daniel
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Montaque 3

0-1 0-0
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Padron
Totals

5

1

1
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7

6

0
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1, Chris Lloyd, unattached,
53.37.
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UTPA
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2
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Sanchez,

JAN. 30, 2005
UTPA 86, SAVANNAH ST. 52

RodriguezM. 23

PITCHING

48.85. 6, David Burnett, UTSA, 49.80. 35,
David

Women’s Box

RodriguezP. 42
Broyles

JAN. 28, 2005

4

H HR RBI AVG

Aloha Stadium, Honolulu, Hawaii

400 dash:

Percentages: FG .391 FT .722 3-Point

UTPA, 61-91/2. 5, Amber Kelly, UTPA, 49-

Sunday, Feb. 6

The search ends for the Roadrunners

1, Amy Moses,

W-L GS SV SO IP

ERA

min M-A M-A O-D-T A

Pts

2-6-8

3

2
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0

0

Schamel 17

3-5 1-2 4-7-11 0

7
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Roberts

Armando Olguin, UTPA, 57.70.

Linder

2-2

0

2

23 41.0 4.39

Piwonka 10

2-5 2-2

1-0-1

0

6

Mile run:

Broyles

0-3

0

9

16 12.1 5.11

Pierce

21 8-19 5-6

7-2-9

0
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Gooden
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Cheadle 16
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4
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Basketball

1, Westly Keating, UTPA,

8:30.41. 3, James Ortiz, Texas St., 8:41.47.

Percentages: FG .430, FT .619, 3-Point

60 hurdles: 1, Lewis Edmonson, unat-

Men’s Box

tached, 7.75. 7, Rashaad Ben, UTPA,

JAN. 31, 2005
UTPA 83, IPFW 74

Guin1). Blocked shots: 6 (Daniel 3, Pierce

UTPA

Roberts 3, Schamel 2, Pierce 2, Gooden

8.16.

High jump:

1, Marcus Harris, Texas

Southern, 7-31/4. 2, Marlin Manley,
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UTPA, 6-91/4.
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2, Schamel 1). Turnovers: 17 (Daniel 3,
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3
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0
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UTPA........................29 57- 86
SAVANNAH ST........29 23- 52
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Fiery freshman becoming Lady Bronc sparkplug
NEXT UP
By JACOB ALEGRIA
The Pan American
Six-foot-1-inch tall Tynesha Pierce jokes
with some of her teammates as she enters the
gym for basketball practice recently. To some
people she seems like a shy, soft-spoken
freshmen. Or is she?
Off the court this may be the case. But once
she is on the hardwood, things seem to change,
as she becomes a fierce competitor as the
ball is tipped off. She is active, vocal,
and has established herself as an
intimidating offensive force in the
paint. She gets so fired up that this is
one of the things she has had to work
on: controlling her emotions during the
course of the game.
Luckily for the newcomer, there are
veteran elements on the team to act as
mentors, along with the coaching staff.
“Stacey Gooden has really helped
me out a lot with staying focused and
not getting down on myself, and Devin
Reed has helped me with getting hyped
during a game,” said Pierce.
In her first full year at The
University of Texas Pan American,
Pierce has picked up steam as of late
and has made quite an impression on
both her coaches and fans. The Lady
Broncs, 10-10 heading into Friday’s home
game against Longwood (Va.), are currently
trying to finish the season by making school
history. If they can manage a winning season,
it will be the first such season in Lady Bronc
annals.
Pierce is the team’s leading scorer this
season at 9.2 points per game, an unusual feat

for a first-year player. It is also unusual
considering she has not started one game and
only averaged 15 minutes per game. When she
gets in there, she starts firing, and has a solid
46-percent field goal percentage so far.
Unusual, yes. But her coach says
that her basketball past could have
predicted the present.
“She’s had a huge impact for
our program. She came from a
state championship team.
She was the MVP of the
state tournament for the
state of Texas,” said
DeAnn Craft, UTPA head
women’s basketball coach.
Pierce may be the missing
piece in the Lady Bronc puzzle;
she has certainly been a big
spark to an already dangerous
squad, giving it an inside scoring
presence next to rugged
senior Molly Schamel.
“We knew as a
coaching staff that we
got a real recruiting coup,
when we got her,” said
Craft. “And now I think
the Valley and UT Pan Am
are beginning to realize what
a special young player she is. And the best part
of it is we get her for three more seasons.”
Pierce made all those accomplishments at
Westfield High School in the Houston area last
year, as an All-State player with outstanding
shooting percentages from the floor and freethrow line for a 36-4 team. The Houston native
was recruited by other programs such as

DePaul, Dartmouth and Kansas State, but
decided to come south to Edinburg.
“I made one visit down here and I wanted
to sign right away,” said Pierce.
With her first basketball season at UTPA
nearly over, Pierce appears to be working
harder than ever and has taken on a more vital
role in the Lady Bronc offense. Her transition
to Division I has taken some time, but was
complete by the time the team needed her
most. Though she has a few big scoring games
over the break, including an 18-point game in
December, she really turned it on after the New
Year. She burned Wyoming for 21, HustonTillotson for 22, and Prairie View for 20, in the
space of three weeks.
“The biggest adjustment has been the speed
of Division I players and keeping it going for a
longer time,” said Pierce.
As stated, some of the senior players and
upperclassmen have taken her under their wing
in helping her with the maturation process.
Senior post players Schamel and Jennifer
Arriola have both had a hand in helping Pierce
understand the importance of hard work both
during practice and games.
“We knew she had the talent, it’s never been
about her basketball skill…we expected she
could do it,” said Craft. “I don’t think we really
expected she would be such an impact so
early.”
During the beginning of the season, not
everyone took her as a serious threat. But she
has certainly caught the eyes and attention of
not only her coaches, but her opponents as
well. As soon as she started putting up solid
scoring numbers, other teams started noticing.
“Now she’s kind of got an X on her chest.

FIRST SERVE:
Women’s tennis set to begin season
By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
Coming off the holidays, tennis coach
Paul Soliz and his Bronc team began
practice for the upcoming spring season in
mid-January preparing for the task that
awaited them.
Bronc tennis officially begins this
weekend with the UTPA women’s team
playing at Abilene Christian University in
the Ladies Indoor Classic Feb 4-5. The
men’s season begins on Feb. 12 against
Nicholls State in Austin.
With the fall trial run a distant memory,
tennis players now have to be ready to play
nearly an entire season on the road. The
women set out to improve upon last year’s
4-12 record behind returning standouts Ana
Peña and Alysia Sloan, and talented upand-comers Katherine Barto and German
export Silke Buksik.
The Lady Broncs’ only match at home
finds them competing against Laredo
Community College in late March at the
Orville Cox Tennis Center at UTPA. But on
the schedule first is Abilene Christian.
Soliz said he preferred not to focus on
team weaknesses going into the first
tournament of the season. He said to keep
an eye on the doubles teams of
Buksik/Barto and Sloan/Pena.
Pena, along with doubles partner Natalie
Gonzalez made the All-Independent second
team after the 2003-04 season and together

were 5-3 and 5-5 overall in two sets.
Pena, a letterman in 2002-03 and 200304, made second team at the Number 3
position in singles, going 4-8 and 8-11
overall.
Barto, a four-time Border Olympic
champion from Laredo, was Soliz’s first
recruit at UTPA. She was a district tennis
champion at St. Augustine High School and
competed at the highest level of amateur
competition in Texas, the USTA
Superchamp level.
“I look forward to working with
Katherine,” Soliz said in an Agusst online
article, after signing Barto. “She impresses
me as a player, athlete, and most
importantly with her leadership skills.”
UTPA men’s tennis, the only team at
UTPA affiliated with the Southland
Conference, went 9-9 last season after
falling in the first round of the conference
tournament last April.
Junior Oliver Steil led the Broncs last
season going 15-11 overall in singles play,
and with various doubles teams, went 6-8
with Jeremy Salvo, 3-5 teamed with Nik
Porter, and 1-0 with Tom Mangelschots.
Senior Jeremy Salvo had 29 overall
wins, went 6-8 in first position singles, and
12-15 overall. He notched 17 total wins in
doubles play.
“These guys are diligent and they have
good camaraderie,” Soliz said. “They’re a
joy to work with.”

UPCOMING GAMES FOR
UTPA HOOPS TEAMS
MEN’S
SATURDAY, FEB. 5
versus Islanders
at
Texas A&M Corpus Christi @
7 p.m.

WOMEN’S
MONDAY, FEB. 7
versus Longwood
at
UTPA Field House @
7 p.m.
Ed Martinez /The Pan American

Because she’s targeted, people go to box her out,” said
Craft.
Off the court there has been the need for other
adjustments, one of which has been the weather.
“It is really, really hot down here, but I like it, ” said
Pierce.
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SUPER BOWL XXXIX PREDICTION LINE
THE PAN AMERICAN STAFF PICKS THE WINNER

Diana Garza
EAGLES

Daryl Gonzales
EAGLES

Greg Selber
PATRIOTS

Joey Gomez
EAGLES

Jacob Alegria
EAGLES

Delisa Guadarrama

45-28

24-17

27-17

32-27

28-23

27-24

The New England Patriots
should win because they are
awesome, but Philadelphia
Eagles, who up until now
were always bridesmaids
never the bride, now have
the opportunity to mimic the
Patriots’ same path... when
you’re hungry for the Super
Bowl anything can happen.
I’m taking the underdogs.

This game should be one of
the most exciting Super Bowls
in recent years due to the great
defensive skill of both teams.
Even though Terrell Owens
might not be at 100% the
Eagles have managed to carry
themselves through tough
playoff competition to get
where they’re at.. I think they
want it more.

Without a 100-percent
healthy Terrell Owens and
against a team that makes
few mistakes, Philly is going
to have to get lucky. They
probably won’t.

It doesn’t really matter whether
TO is used or not, although if
they plan to have him around
for future seasons I think they
should use him carefully.
Keeping it simple, it’ll be the #7
rated offense and #9 rated
defense Patriots vs. #9 rated
offense and #10 rated defense
Eagles, not the best statistically, but this game will be close.

I think it will be a little bit more
of a defensive battle, but if it
turns into an offensive show
then I think the Eagles are in
trouble. The pressure is on the
Patriots simply because they’re
already expected to win and
the Eagles have nothing to
lose. It's time for Brady to lose
in the playoffs and I think it's
going to happen.

The Patriots defense has
not met an offense that is
capable of putting the points
on them. Tom Brady has
been in the situation many
times before and has led his
team to victory -- plus hes
hot! and who knows,
Vinatieri’s kick might win it
again.

PATRIOTS

Super Bowl 39 will kick off at 5:30 p.m. at Alltell Stadium in Jacksonville, Fla., as the New England Patriots try to win their third
championship in four years. The Philadelphia Eagles return to the big game for the first time since 1980, when they lost to the Oakland
Raiders. The game will be broadcast on FOX and will be watched by approximately 90 million Americans.

Spring golf season set to begin this weekend
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American
On Monday, Feb. 7 the UTPA men’s golf team
will be starting the second half of its season in
Houston at the Rice Intercollegiate Tournament.
The team competed in four tournaments in the
fall and had a rough start, so Broncs Golf Coach
Drew Scott would like to see some improvement
in the team’s performance in the spring.
“I wasn’t really pleased (with the first half). I
really wasn’t. We had a tough schedule. We
played at Nebraska, SMU, Stephen F. Austin,
and Stanford, so we saw some very good teams
all semester long,” said Scott. “I’m not afraid to
put my guys into the hornets’ nest, even
freshmen, but I was not really pleased, and we
still got a lot of work to do.”
The Broncs golf team is composed of six
players, one junior, one sophomore, and four
freshmen. Five compete at each tournament and
Scott feels that the young team gained some
experience in the fall that will help it improve in
the spring.
“I played four freshmen predominately in the
fall, and we had four tournaments,” said the
Broncs golf coach. “All my freshmen played
every single event, so that is some good
experience for them. Hopefully they will be able
to take that experience and use it to their
advantage here in the spring.”
According to Scott, the lack of experience in
several of the team’s competitors is going to be
one of the toughest tests.
“I think that is going to be the biggest obstacle
for the team,” said Scott. “(For them to) all of a
sudden become more mature, even though they
don’t have many years of experience under their

belt, that is going to be the toughest thing.”
Scott also believes that getting experience
against bigger universities with tough
competition is challenging, but it can be
beneficial to the team.

BRONC ROUNDUP
“We have a smaller school trying to play
against the big competition, and the earlier we
can mentally prepare ourselves to play against
the top competition I think that it will be a
pivotal change for us, which will be good,” said
the Broncs coach. “That’s what I’m looking for.
To where we know we can win. It is not about
whether we have the talent or we don’t have
talent. It is just a matter of how quickly are we
ready to use that (talent) and really reach our
potential.”
With seven tournaments left on the schedule,
Scott feels that there is still plenty of golf left to
be played, and he is optimistic about the team’s
chances of competing in the spring.
“I’m really excited. We have a great schedule
this spring. We will be traveling quite a bit, (and)
playing a lot of competitions in different places
in the country.” said Scott. “I hope we can really
compete for some tournament titles, but in order
to do that all five guys have to be hitting on all
cylinders. This is a true team sport where
everybody has to play well for the entire team to
achieve success.”
The players are also excited about the first
tournament since Oct. 24. Sophomore Colin
Norris said he is glad the second half of the
season is here.
“I’m looking forward to it,” said Norris. “I

think everyone is ready to get back into playing,
so I think everyone is excited to get to the first
tournament and try to improve on last year.”
In the fall, UTPA men’s golf team shot an
average 79.4 strokes in a 72 par course a game
with an average low round of 71. Freshman A.J.
Hohn led the Broncs with a 76.3 strokes per
game in four tournaments.
The UTPA men’s golf team will be at the Rice
Intercollegiate Tournament on Feb. 7 and Feb. 8
in Houston. Rice is ranked 100 out of the 290
best schools in the nation with a division record
of 189-99.
GOOD FIRST TRACK MEET
Last weekend the university’s track team hit
the ground running, capturing three first-place
finishes at the Houston Indoor Classic and
meeting the NCAA provisional mark on two
occasions.
On the men’s side, Isaac Ybarra continued his
field-event success as he captured his 11th career
individual title in the weight throw with a toss of
64-4.50. The Sharyland native neared the
NCAA provisional that would guarantee him a
spot at regionals. The senior’s toss surpassed the
old school record, which was set in 2003 by
Ybarra himself at 58-8.50. Also, junior Westly
Keating passed that magic mark on the track by
taking home the gold in the 3,000-meter race. In
his return to the run after a redshirt season, he
finished with a time of 8:30.41, second on the
UTPA record books. Keating already own three
of the top five times ever.
Another high achiever, literally, was senior
Marlin Manley, who finished a respectable

second in the high jump competition.
Heating up the women’s side was junior
Edinburg native Amy Moses who reached the
NCAA provisional mark with a toss of 61-9.50
in the weight throw, good enough for the gold
and her 14th career title as a Lady Bronc. The
women had four of the top 14 finishes in the
throws, as that unit might be the team’s
strongest.
Both teams return to Houston this weekend
for the Hyatt Regency Invitational.
BRONC BASEBALLER HONORED
Junior transfer Dane Mason was chosen as the
preseason top newcomer by Baseball America,
though he is yet to throw a pitch in a UTPA
game.
Mason, the team’s only non-Texas player,
earned this honor though his previous play at
Oklahoma State where he finished the 2004
season with a 4-1 record. He pitched 39
dominating innings, fanning 32 batters. The
New Jersey native will have his chance to show
South Texas what he’s got as he will lead off
from the mound against Texas State, the first of
three Bronc games this weekend at the UTPA
Classic.
Also making heads turn is freshmen Bobby
Gomez, the fifth-ranked Division-I prospect in
the upcoming 2006 Major League Baseball
Amateur Draft. Gomez will pitch the Classic’s
third game Sunday against Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi.
Daryl Gonzales contributed information to
this report.
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Street takes over as AD starting March 1

By JOEY GOMEZ & EMMA CLARK
The Pan American
A 20-year veteran of Intercollegiate Athletics
takes control March 1.
The Southland Conference was the word as
Scott Street was officially welcomed as The
University of Texas-Pan American’s director of
athletics Wednesday. Street, 48, brings with him
the possibility of taking UTPA athletics to the
next level.
UTPA administrators didn’t have to search
too far for Street, who is familiar with South
Texas and the UT System, having worked at The
University of Texas-San Antonio for seven years
as the senior associate athletic director for
administration since 2002. UTSA is a member of
the Southland, and UTPA desperately wants to
find conference affiliation in the coming years.
Street heads south after stints as compliance
coordinator, athletic business officer and
marketing director in his distinguished career.
James Langabeer, vice president of Business
Affairs at UTPA, cited Street’s experience and
credibility as only a few of the many
characteristics sought after by the university to
“help elevate the growth and improvements that
UTPA envisions.”
“I believe that Scott Street will extend the
positive impression into the university as well as
into the community. He’ll build off the successes
of Bill Weidner,” Langabeer said of Street, and
his predecessor, who left last year after six years
on the job.
Acccording to Langabeer, Street possesses
the right business knowledge, integrity and

character for the job. Langabeer hopes he will
eventually extend UTPA athletics into a
conference, but says he is now facing a different
problem than Weidner once was.
“He’s not fighting what I call a perception or
image problem, because we’ve come beyond
that,” he said, harking back to the mid-1990s,
when UTPA had a series of run-ins with the
NCAA.
Langabeer commented that the lack of a
conference affiliation is holding back the athletic
program, and remedying that problem would
benefit the basketball program especially.
“The scheduling problems associated with
basketball especially, being an independent just
makes it awfully rough on our student-athletes,”
Langabeer said, “After February 28, they
[conference schools] have these conference
playoffs and we can’t play.”
Street seemed the likely golden mean
between the three finalist candidates, possessing
a more distinguished track record than Chris
King, 32, a relative newcomer to athletic
administration, and Rance Pugmire, 45, a former
AD at Utah State mired in controversy over his
bout with the law in February 2004.
In a recent interview long-time head trainer
and former interim AD Jim Lancaster said that
any potential AD should be well rounded enough
to handle the different facets within the
department.
Street, however, was unable to comment on
the issues he faces. One thing he did note, was
that, “85 of our student athletes were 3.0 or
above. That is the key to our academic success

and we need to keep pushing that forward,” he Four, an event saturated with media coverage that
said.
generated an economic
Among many of the events that highlighted
impact of $55 million for the city of San
his tenure at UTSA, Street witnessed both men’s Antonio, attracting 51,000 over a three-day span.
and women’s basketball teams win Southland
“Our teams have done well on the
Conference championships.
competitive fields and we need to continue to do
In 2004, the men’s team advanced to the that, so I think there’s a lot of positive things to
NCAA tournament after taking the conference look forward to, and I think if we can build on
title. They had also taken the title in Street’s first that, and make a little brighter future,” Street said
year, 1999.
when discussing UTPA’s performance in the past
Men’s basketball coach, Robert Davenport months.
was confident that this background will only
Street said in a brief statement that his first
enhance UTPA’s athletic achievement.
order of business would be to sit down with his
“I think his range of experience and staff.
knowledge, and if nothing else he’s been part of
“This is to initiate an atmosphere of
the Southland Conference and there’s teamwork, and to meet with the student-athletes
opportunity’s for us there. He knows the inside of to review their academics, life skills, and their
that league real well,” Davenport said.
athletic achievement,” said Street.
Davenport also hinted
Jacob Alegria/The Pan American
that taking UTPA athletics
into
the
Southland
Conference might be
Street’s first priority.
“I think all the things he
has to do will fall into place,
and if we can get that done,
it’ll make the rest so much
easier,” he said. “I’m sure he
knows that, and it’s been the
question everyone’s been
asking.”
Street served as the
NCAA
Tournament
manager for the 2004 NEW BOSSES - Dr. Blandina Cardenas welcomes new Athletic
Men’s Basketball Final Director Scott Street at a press conference Wednesday.

UTPA Classic commences baseball season
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American
Sudden changes in the weather have made it difficult
for The University of Texas-Pan American baseball team
to practice. The timing of this cold, rainy spell couldn’t
have been worse, as the team is in final preparations for
this weekend’s UTPA Classic.
This tournament at the Edinburg Baseball Stadium will
feature some of the best teams in the state, like UTArlington, Texas State and Texas A&M-Corpus Christi. It
will get started Friday at 3 p.m. and is set up so that every
team will get a chance at all the others, and the team with
the best overall record wins. Heading off the event will be
UT-Arlington against Texas A&M-Corpus Christi.
Bronc baseball coach Willie Gawlik said, “since we
are independent, every game that we play counts.” He
added that the schedule is one of the toughest in the
nation, and it will feature 47 of the top 100 teams.
The Broncs will play three games, one per day, starting
with Friday night’s match against Texas State at 7,
featuring the début of transfer pitcher Dane Mason, who
gets the start.
Mason has already been given a lot of
acknowledgement during the preseason, such as being
named by Baseball America as the preseason top
newcomer.
“He’s done a good job, and he’s earned that,” Gawlik
commented on Mason’s preseason honors. “We expect
him to take the reins and run with it.”
During the 2004 season, Mason dominated the mound

Fri.

Feb. 4

UT-Arlington vs. TAMU-CC

3pm

Fri.

Feb. 4

UTPA vs. Texas State

7pm

Sat.

Feb. 5

TAMU-CC vs. Texas State

2pm

Sat.

Feb. 5

UTPA vs. UT-Arlington

6pm

Sun. Feb. 6
Sun. Feb. 6

Texas State vs. UT-Arlington 12pm
UTPA vs. TAMU-CC

4pm

in 39 innings of play, striking out 32 batters.
He finished the season with a 4-1 record
while pitching at Oklahoma State,
contributing his part to a Cowboy Big 12
Conference Tournament title.
Gawlik said that any time that you get an
“A” quality pitcher, it’s a good thing.
“He [Mason] really brings experience and
there is no substitute for experience,” he said.
“Mason is turning into a leader in the pitching
staff.”
Spearheading the charge for the second
game, against UT-Arlington at 6 p.m.
Saturday,will be sophomore pitcher Ryne
Foster, who struck out 18 batters in 32 innings
last season. Gawlik said that he hopes Foster
can continue where he left off at the end of
2004.
“He finished his last 15 innings strong,
only giving up one run,” Gawlik said. “We’re
looking for the guys that aren’t leaders to step
it up and become leaders.”
Closing off the starting pitching duties will
be Bobby Gomez, who will lead his team
against Texas A&M-Corpus Christi on
Sunday at 4 p.m. This will be the highly noted
Falfurrias native’s first appearance in a
collegiate game. Gomez was an outstanding
player who dominated at Fal, making first
team All-State. Gawlik said that the more
often he goes out there, the better off he’s
going to be.

